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FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3351 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO IMMEDIATE 

SECRET SAN SALVADOR 0661 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 1 &2 
TAGS: PINS, ES 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING OF SALVADORAN CITIZEN, ROBERTO POMA 

REF: (A) STATE 29001, (B) SAN SALVADOR 0593, (C) STATE 30032 

1 . THE EMBASSY IS PUZZLED BY REFTEL (A) RESPONSE ON SEVERAL 
GROUNDS, MOST OF WHICH BOIL DOWN TO OUR NEED FOR CLARIFICATION 
OF BASIC USG POLICY VIS A VIS COMBATTING INTERNATIONAL TERROR 
ISM. EMBASSY HAS ACTED IN THIS MATTER, AT LEAST FROM POINT WHEN 
POMA FAMILY APPROACHED US, FROM CONVICTION THAT USG'S "DETERMINED 
OPPOSITION TO ALL FORMS OF TERRORIST ACTIVITY" (AS DESCRIBED 
REFTEL) INCLUDED UNDERSTANDING OF INTERDEPENDENCE OF USG EFFORTS 
WITH ACTIVITIES OCCURRING IN OTHER COUNTRIES, NOT NECESSARILY 
INVOLVING US CITIZENS OR PROPERTY. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POLICY 
STATED IN THE REFTEL WOULD SEEN TO FORECLOSE USG INTRUSION 
INTO A CASE SUCH AS THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE RELEASING A PAL- 
ESTINIAN TRAVELING ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ALGIERS ACCUS- 
ED OF COMMITTING TERRORIST ACTS AGAINST ISRAELI CITIZENS IN 
GERMANY. YET AS RECENTLY AS LAST MONTH, THE USG DID SO 
INTRUDE. 
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2. THE EMBASSY WISHES TO CLARIFY POINTS WHICH APPARENTLY 
WERE UNCLEAR IN OUR 0593. FIRST, THE THOUGHT BEHIND THE 
EMBASSY'S REQUEST FOR USG INVESTIGATIVE ASSISTANCE WAS 
NOT RPT NOT TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF ROBERTO POMA. THE 
EMBASSY BELIEVED THE COINCIDENCE OF OUR OFT-REPEATED USG 
NATIONAL INTEREST, COMBATTING INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM, WITH 
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THE POMA FAMILY'S DESIRE TO REESTABLISH CONTACT WITH THE 
PERPETRATORS OF A TERRORIST ACT AGAINST THEM, WAS BENEFICIAL 
TO THE USG INTEREST IN THAT IT MADE INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US 
REGARDING THE WHEREABOUTS AND INTENTIONS OF PROVEN TERROR- 
ISTS THAT WE WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE. SECOND, THE EMBASSY'S 
ORIGINAL SUGGESTION VIS A VIS RELOCATING THE TERRORISTS IN ALGIERS 
WAS NOT RPT NOT A REQUEST FOR THE USG TO APPROACH THE GOA 
WITH A FORMAL DEMAND FOR AN INVESTIGATION ON BEHALF OF A NON- 
US CITIZEN, OR A THIRD COUNTRY. RATHER WE EXPECTED UTILIZATION 
OF OTHER MORE DISCREET US TOOLS. THIRD, THE REFTEL A SUGGESTION 
THAT THE GOES MIGHT APPROACH "SAY MEXICO" OR ANOTHER "THIRD WORLD 
COUNTRY" TO SOLICIT ASSISTANCE FROM ALGERIA IGNORES THE FACT 
THAT THE POMAS, FOR WHAT THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS VALID REASONS 
IF THE FAMILY'S MAIN CONCERN WAS THE SAFE RELEASE OF 
ROBERTO, HAD NOT TAKEN THE GOES INTO ITS FULL CONFIDENCE NOR 
SOLICITED ITS INTERVENTION AT THAT POINT. FINALLY, FROM A PRAG- 
MATIC VIEWPOINT, THE REFTEL'S SUGGESTION THAT THE GOES AP 
PROACH THE GOM TO CONTACT AND CONVINCE THE GOA TO PLACE THE 
RELEASED TERRORISTS UNDER SURVEILLANCE APPEARS TOTALLY 
UNREALISTIC, IF ONLY FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF THE NECESSITY TO 
TAKE QUICK ACTION BEFORE THE TERRORISTS DEPARTED ALGERIA. 

3. HOPEFULLY THESE CLARIFICATIONS ELIMNNATE SOME OF THE 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS GENERATED BY OUR 953. BEYOND THAT. HOWEVER, 

THE EMBASSY ALSO HAS DIFFICULTIES CAUSED BY UNCERTAINTY 

AS TO THE EXACT MEANING OF CERTAIN PORTIONS OF REFTEL. 

DOES THE SECOND SENTENCE OF PARA 3 MEAN THAT THE USG, 

GIVEN "RESOURCE" AND "JUDGEMENTAL" DIFFICULTIES, DOES NOTHING 
IN THE FACE OF A KNOWN TERRORIST THREAT? TO STATE, 
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AS THE REFTEL DOES IN THE SAME PARA, THAT "FUTURE TERRORIST 
ACTIVITIES IN EL SALVADOR REMAIN AN INTERNAL MATTER TO BE 
DEALT WITH BY GOES", IGNORES: (1) THE EVIDENCE WE ALREADY 

HAVE THAT THIS IS AN INTERNATIONAL OPERATION, GOING WELL 
BEYOND THE BORDERS OF EL SALVADOR OR THE REACH OF THE GOES 
(OR ITS "THIRD WORLD ALLIES"), AND (2) EVEN INTERNALLY, THE 
GOES SECURITY SERVICES ARE NOT EQUIPPED BY TRAINING OR 
EXPERIENCE TO DEAL WITH SUCH AN ORGANIZATION. UNLIKE THE 
USG, THE GOES HAS NO KNOWN BEY OND-THE-FRONTIER REACH. 

4. THE USG CONTINUALLY APPROACHES THE GOES. AND PRIVATE 
SALVADORAN CITIZENS, WITH REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE WITH OUR 
SERIOUS NARCOTICS PROBLEM, WHICH AS OF TODAY IS A HAZARD 
OF MINIMAL LOCAL CONCERN. WE THEREFORE HAVE TO DESCRIBE 
THE DANGEROUS INTERNATIONAL CONSPIRACY PATTERN OF THE NAR- 
COTICS TRAFFIC AND THE THEORETICAL DANGER THAT SOME TIME IN 
THE FUTURE THIS INSIDIOUS THREAT WILL HIT HERE. THE EMBASSY 

IS GRATEFUL THAT. UNTIL TODAY AT LEAST, THE GOES HAS BEEN 
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ABLE TO CONCEPTUALIZE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN TODAY'S ACTIVITIES 
CARRIED OUT BY NON-SALVADORAN CITIZENS IN COUNTRIES 
BEYOND ITS FRONTIERS AND TOMMORROW'S DANGER OF THE SAME THING 
HAPPENING HERE. THE EMBASSY IS CONCERNED THAT WE APPEAR IN- 
CAPABLE OF THE SAME PROCESS OF FORESIGHT. 

5. IN THE CASE OF ROBERTO POMA THE ABOVE COMMENTS ARE NOW ACADEMIC. 
THE EMBASSY WAS INFORMED BY THE POMA FAMILY AT 1700 HOURS FEB- 
RUARY 9 THAT A MESSAGE HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE TERROR- 
ISTS. THE ERP TOLD THE FAMILY THAT: (1) ROBERTO POMA DIED 
ON JANUARY 29 (TWO DAYS AFTER HE "RESISTED" CAPTURE BUT 
BEFORE THE FIRST RANSOM DEMAND-RELEASE OF PRISONERS-HAD BEEN 
MET, AND FOUR DAYS BEFORE SECOND DEMAND-MONEY-HAD BEEN 
DELIVERED); (2) HIS BODY WOULD NOT YET BE RETURNED "FOR REASONS 
OF SECURITY". 

LOZANO 

SECRET 


NNN 
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